DonN'T LosE YOUR BENEFITS

You must be completely truthful and extremely careful about your statements at all times.

Y In 1994, the Florida Legislature, at the request of insurance companies,
0 u amended the Florida Workers” Compensation Law to include a way for
the insurance companies to avoid the responsibility of providing any
M u S t workers’ compensation benefits to an injured worker. If any judge of
compensation claims, administrative law judge or court finds that an
injured worker knowingly or intentionally made or caused to be made
R e ad any false, fraudulent or misleading oral or written statement for the
purpose of obtaining workers’ compensation benefits, the injured
T h °? worker is not entitled to any benefits. Since this change was made to the
lS eoo law, the courts have applied this law to keep injured workers from
receiving medical care or money benefits in many instances.

For example, injured workers have lost their benefits forever when they have:

1) Failed to report prior accidents and injuries even if these prior injuries involve different body
parts then those injured in the work-related accident.

2) Failed to report employment and/or wages earned after the work-related accident.

3) Failed to provide a complete medical history to physicians, employers, insurance adjusters,
attorneys or other parties involved in the process of their claim.

4) Performed activities which appear to be inconsistent with the physical capabilities reported to
anyone regarding their claim.

Because this is a way for the insurance company to avoid providing any benefits, they routinely look at every part of the
history or information the injured worker provides to find any possible way to claim that the injured worker made false
statements and/or failed to provide complete information. In addition, the insurance company will periodically place the
injured worker under surveillance to monitor his or her activities.

SMITH, FEDDELER, & SMiTH P.A.
AN ALL INJURIES LAW FIRM

Lakeland Office: 863-688-7766 @ Fax 863-687-7258 @ 832 South Florida Avenue e Lakeland, Florida 33801
Tampa Office: 813-223-4822 @ 3111 West Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. Suite 100 @ Tampa, Florida 33607
St. Petersburg/Clearwater Office: 727-451-6700 e 13575 58th Street North, #200 e Clearwater, Florida 33670
Brandon Office: 813-223-4822 e 1503 South US 301 e Tampa, Florida 33619
Orlando Office: 407-846-1122 e 4700 Millenia Blvd. Suite 175 e Orlando, Florida 32839
Kissimmee Office: 407-846-1122 @ 1101 Miranda Lane, Suite 131 e Kissimmee, Florida 34741
Haines City: 863-420-6868
Toll Free: 1-877-688-7766
www.all-injuries.com

An All Injuries Law Firm




